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Proceediras in @onaress, 


IN RELATION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY, 





CORPS OF ENGINEERS. 
[To accompany bill H. R. No. 568.] 
DeceMBER 16, 1834. 


Mr. Jounnson, of Kentucky, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, made the following 


REPORT: 


The Committee on Military Affairs, to which was 
referred that part of the President’s message relating 
to an increase of the eorps of engineers, report : 
That, having given the subject due consideration, 

they recommend to the House a concurrence in the 

suggestions of the President and Secretary of War.— 

This useful corps of officers was established on its pre- 

sent footing, as to numbers, more than twenty years 

ago, just at the commencement of a war; a time when 
its organization as a military corps for service in the 
field was, no doubt, chiefly regarded; and when the 
extended calls for its services, even in a strictly mili- | 
tary character, in preparing the permanent means of 
defence of our frontiers, although they may have been 
in some measure anticipated, could not have influenced 
the Government in establishing, at that time, the num- 
ber of its officers. Hence, as might have been expect- 
ed, that force of the corps, as then arranged, has been 
found quite inadequate to the discharge of the numer- 
ous duties which have devolved on it; and as the evils 
incident on this state of things increase with time, the 
committee are of opinion that no further delay should 
eccur in applying the only remedy which the case ad- 
mits of. The evils here alluded to, have been repeated- 
ly set forth, in the Executive communications to Con- 
gress, and the necessity of removing them often urged 
from the same quarter. It is, therefore, only necessa- 
ry for the committee to recall, ina general way, the, 
attention of the House to this subject. 

The principal military duties which by law and usage | 
devolve on the corps of engineers in time of peace, re- 
late to the construction and preservation of permanent 
fortifications, and to the care of the Military Acade- 
yy. An examination of tue subject has satisfied the 
committee that the corps, in its present force, is in- 
insufficient even fur the discharge of the services re- 
quired of them under the first of these heads alone, as 
their numbers would scarcely admit, without any al- 
lowance for casualties, of placing one officer at each 
post; this will be seen by a reference to the Chief En- 
gineer’s report at the commencement of the present| 
session. 

By the laws of 1802 and 1812, the corps of engineers | 
constitutes the military Acadeiy, and its officers are, | 
therefore, in strictness, responsible under the law for | 
the government and improvement of that institution, 
on which, at present, the character of the whole mili- | 
tary establishment greatly depends; but such have been, 
and are, the demands for their services in other places, 
that, to meet this responsibility, it has not been possi- 
ble for many years to: devote to this important object 
the services of more than one or two junior officers in 
addition to the superintendent;in consequence of which, 
also, is the neglect of the object contemplated’ by the 
institution of the Academy, that of allowing to the 
officers of engineers opportunities of improving them- 
selves in the knowledge of a profession, a perfect ac- 
—_ with which requires. constant study and 
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But whilst tbe number of officers is inadequate, as/| 
has been shown, to the proper discharge of their milita- | 


——EE 
The committee therefore recommend to the House 


the adoption of the accompanying bill, drawn up in ac- 
cordance with the principles here stated. They refer to 
document marked A, as a part of this report. 


ry duties, the measures of the General Government in 
relation to the national internal improvements have 


created a class of new and most important duties, most 
of which, for the want of an organized corps of civil 
engineers, fall to the lot of the same body of officers, 
the laws having, in some of the most important cases, 
assigned the charge of such works to officers of the | 
corpsofengineers. The Chief Engineer’sreport of this 
year contains a list of fifty-six works of this character, | 





A. 


Extracts of communications of the Secretaries of War, 
made to Congress at different periods, in reference 
to the increase of the corps of engineers, showing the 
necessity of the recommended increase, and the foot- 


the execution of which, involving an expenditure, dur- | 
ing the year, of nearly one million and a half of dol-| 
lars, has been assigned to the Engineer Department. | 
The committee conceive that the statement of this | 
fact alone is sufficient to show that the President’s re-| __ hee 
commendation of an iucrease of this corps is sustained Extract from a communication from the Secretary of 
by a regard: to the interests of the country generally,| ar to the Chairman of the Committee on Military 
and by the considerations of justice to a body of officers} -1ffairs, dated December 24, 1828. 

who are held responsible for the performance of servi-| ‘The communication from this department to the 


ces which it is impossible for them to render. | Chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs of the 
In view of these facts, the committee have inquired | House of Representatives, dated the 10th January, 1826, 
into the manner in which these services have been/|scts forth so fully and clearly the expediency of in- 
performed for several years past ; and the result of their; creasing the number and pay of the officers of the 
inquiries has tended to strengthen the opinion in favor | corps of engineers, that it is deemed almost unnecessa- 
of increasing the cerps of engineers. They find, for|ry to say any thing further concerning these points ; 
example, that, at the close of the last fiscal year, large |1, therefore, refer the committee to that communica- 
sums of money, appropriated for works of internal im- | tion, which will be found in Document No. 36 of the 
provement, remained undrawn from the Treasury, and | Ist session of the 19th Congress. It may be proper 
the public service. was necessarily postponed on account | here to remark, that the increase in the number of ob- 
of the difficulty of finding persons to whom the manage- | jects, both for fortifications and works of internal im- 
ment of works might be safely entrusted; and in the| provement, which have been conducted under the 
direction of many works, which it was impossible to | direction of the Engineer Department since the date of 
assign to officers of the corps of engineers, officers tem- | the communication alluded to, calls still more impe- 
porarily detailed from other arms of service, or,in most | riously for an increase in the number of officers of the 
cases, persons unconnected with the military establish- | corps of engineers, in order that all public constructions 
ment, and unaccustomed both to military control and éo | of the above character may be placed under the super- 
scientific operations, have been employed; and although, | intendence of those who are competent to direct them, 
in many instances, especially of works under the di-|and personally responsible to the Government for the 
rection of officers detailed from the line of the army,/ proper conduct of their operations. And, in addition 
favorable testimony is borue as to the manner in which! to the strong.reasons set forth in the same communica- 
the duties have been discharged, yet it is no disparage- | tion for increasing the pay of the officers of that corps, 
ment to these officers, or to persons who have not,| it may not be improper to state t&the committeee. that, 
like them, enjoyed the advantages of a strictly profes-| although the nature of their duties assimilates them to 
sional education, to assert that such works would be | staff officers in point of responsibility and expenses, 
conducted with much greater advantage to the public, | they not only receive inferior pay to those officers, but 
by men whose stations and duties had been of a nature | are rendered, by the very nature of these duties, ineli- 
to add the benefits of experience and reflection to those | gible to staff appointments, which are held by officers 
of a proper education ; added to which is the consi ‘era- | of other arms of the service. 
tion of the greater interest which will always be feit in In the 2d section of the bill reported by the commit- 
the discharge of duty by men whose standing and pro-| tee, and which accompanied the document above re- 
fessional reputation depend solely on the zeal and abili- | ferred to, 1 would recommend an amendment, the jus- 
ty they may display. tice of which will immediately occur to the committee : 
Documents placed on the table of the House during | it is, to place the captains on the same footing with re- 
the last and. present session, support this opinion, by | gard to rations as the other captains of the army under 
showing that, in a short time, the operations on that) the act of the 2d March, 1827; the bill, unless so amend- 
important work, the national road, which have been | ed, will, in its operation, entitle the lieutenants to re- 
placed, in. pursuance of law, under the directions of| ceive a greater number of rations than the captains. 
engineer officers, have been retrieved from the disorder} [ beg, also, to renew the recommendation hereto- 
into which they were thrown, and the further waste of| fore made hy this department, that the pore of 
public money averted; and many members of Congress /|franking should be extended to the Chicf Engineer, 
can, it is believed, bear testimony to the improved re-| by which means delays in the despatch of business 
sults obtained under the new direction—an improve-| would be avoided, and the expenses of the Engineer 
ment which may be anticipated in other similar works, | Department diminished ; as many of its correspondents, 
should the means be afforded of extenging to them.a | through ignorance or inadvertence, address their com- 
like superintendence. | munications and packets to the Chief Engineer directly, 
In another way also, the committee are satisfied that| thereby frequently charging the contingent fund of 
economy will be consulted by adopting the proposed | that departinent with a heavy postage. 
measure; for the rate of wages to persons temporarily | 
engaged for any service is necessarily much higher 
than that of salaries paid to those who have a fixed he Secret War. dated Nov. 18 1829 
profession, and a prospect of gradual advancement. neer to the Secretary of War, dated Nov. 18, / 
Thecommittee are of opinion that, notwithstanding! The establishment of this corps dates from the year 
the demand for officers of the class in question, more | 1794, at which time it was, however, connected with | 
injury than benefit might result from an immediate in- | the artillery, under the denomination of the ‘ Corps of 
crease of the corps to the strength:proposed to be finally | Artillerists and Engineers.” On fixing the peace es- 
given to it, as it is by application in early life that the | tablishment in 1802, a separate:corps, consisting of six- 
science necessary for an accomplished engineer can be | teen officers, was organized; which, liaving been found 
best attained; and with a view to the formation of an| insufficient for the service, was incre in 1812 to. 
efficient corps, it is proposed to make the increase gra- | include six additional: officers, making a force twenty~ 
dual,.exteniing it through several.years. |two, which has constituted the corps up to this-time:. 


ing on which it should be placed in regard to pay and 
emolument. Also, a statement of the duties which 
have devolved on each officer of the corps of engi- 
neers, during the year 1834, 





| Extract from a communication from the Chief Eagi-- 
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Whether this number is adequate to the present wants 
of the service, will es ag! by areference to the annual 
report, in which nearly all the operations enumerated 
under the heads of fortitications and civil constructions, 
as well as several of the surveys, are conducted by the 
officers of the corps of engineers: this will more clear- 
ly be seen by an inspection of the accompanying state- 
ment,exhibiting the duties in which they were engaged 
during the past year. This want of officers is not now 
felt for the first time, but has for several years past been 
the subject of communications to the Secretary of War, 
and io the Military Committees of Congress, by both of 
whom the required increase has been several times re- 
commended, though the subject has never yet been 
discussed in either branch of the national Legislature. 
A reference to the proceedings of Congress since the 
Ist session of the 19th Congress, and especially to the 
Secretary of War’s letter to the Military Committee of 
the 10th January, 1826, (Doc. No. 153 of the H. R. Ist 
sess. 19th Cong.) will show the views which have been 
entertained on this subject by the War Department, 
and the progressive increase of duties gives additional 
force to the arguments then advanced in favor of the 
proposed measure. The advantage of having these du- 
ties performed by officers educated for, and perma- 
nently attached to the corps of engineers, instead of by 
those temporarily detailed from other corps, or by per- 
sons not attached to the military service, engaged under 
the pressure of the moment, is too obvions to require 
further illustration. 

The organization proposed is that recommended by 
the Military Committee of the Senate in the bill re- 
ported by them last February, a copy of which accom- 
panies this letter. The number of officers to be added 
is barely sufficient for the discharge of their duties.— 
With regard to the increase of pay, which is also pro- 

sed in the bill referred to, the measure is founded on 
justice and the usage of other services. The duties of 
engineers in all armies are considered of the highest 
order of military service, and as such they are specially 
recognised by our 63d Article of War ; but in our army 
alone, I believe, is this acknowledgment unattended 
with that demonstration of it which leads Government 
to attach a higher emolument toa more elevated branch 
of service, not with a view of rendering, by pecuniary 
considerations, that station more desirable, which is, 
by such acknowledgment, rendered highly so, but with 
a view to maintain the character of its officers, by 
enabling men of suitable talent and acquirements to 
continue in the service, without disregarding what is 
due to themselves. That this remark is not without 
force, is proved by the fact that within three years the 
corps has lost, by resignation, four young officers, dis- 
couraged by the small prospect of promotion, or by the 
reflection that years of experience and service would 
still find them with emoluments even much inferior to 
those of officers who had entered the army at the same 
time with them in other corps. These considerations 
are further strengthened by the circumstances of addi- 
tional expenses to which they are often exposed from 
the nature of their duties, and of their exclusion from 
the emolument attending staff appointments, which are 
mentioned in the letter above referred to. 

The delay and expense, which sometimes occur in 
conducting the cerrespondence of this department, for 
want of the frankiing privilege being extended to its 
Chief,have caused the insertion of the last clause of the 
bill, which proposes such an extension. 











The recommendation, however, had reference main- 
ly to such an organization as it was believed would 
tend to greater economy and efficiency in the discharge 
of the military duties of the corps in time of peace. 

The necessity of an increase of their number is illus- 
trated by the fact, that whilst every officer of the corps 
is now on duty, and but three of them employed in 
other than military duties, there are only four of the 
fortifications under construction, in the direction of 
which the superintending engineer is assisted by any 
officer of the corps; the necessity for such assistance 
in preparing detailed plans, and in superintending their 
proper execution, must be obvious to any who reflect 
on the varied, and often complicated nature of those 
works. This deficiency in officers is imperfectly sup- 
plied in a few cases by an ocasional and temporary de- 
tail from other corps of the army, or by the employ- 
ment of citizens at high rates of compensation. 

The number of officers which should be added to the 
corps, will be regulated by considering the number of 
fortifications that will probably be under construction 
at any onetime, with other duties to which the officers 
are liable. The table of ‘‘ works projected,” which 
accompanies the annual report from this department, 
will show that,in addition to those already commenced, 
forty-three have been planned for the Atlantic and 
Gulf of Mexico frontier; besides which, it will be re- 
membered that no defences are yet projected for the 
extensive frontier bordering on Canada. 

Referring for the present to the works required for 
the defence of the seaboard alone, we may suppose that 
about twelve or fourteen of them will be under con- 
struction or repair at one and the same time, and the 
number of officers requisite for their superintendence 
may be estimated as follows: 

n the Eastern Atlantic frontier, say 1 field officer, 
2 captains, 4 lieutenants ; 

Middle Atlantic frontier, 1 field officer, 4 captains, 8 
lieutenants ; 

Southern Atlantic frontier, 1 field officer, 2 captains, 
3 lieutenants ; 

Gulf of Mexico frontier, 1 field officer, 2 captains, 4 
lieutenants ; 

To which add, at the seat of Government, 1 field of- 
ficer, 1 lieutenant; 

Military Academy, 1 field officer, 1 captain, 2 lieute- 
nants ; 

Board of engineers for fortifications to meet contin- 
gencies of service, 1 field officer, 2 captains, 2 lieute- 
nants. 

Making a total of 7 field officers, 13 captains, 24 
lieutenants. 

By such an arrangement, there would be in each 
great division of the maritime frontier one field officer, 
who, besides having the immediate charge of a particu- 
lar work, could act as a general inspector, and whose 
experience would enable him in cases of need, to aid 
by his advice other officers within his district. 

It is in accordance with these views that the project 
for an increase of the corps, heretofore presented to 
Congress, has been prepared. 





Extract from a communication from the Chief Engi- 
neer to the Secretary of War, dated Jan. 19, 1832. 
In compliance with your verbal instructions of yes- 

terday, | have the Lonor to hand you, herewith, a state- 

ment marked 1, showing the present distribution of the 
officers of the corps of engineers; and, as regards 
the wants of the service, for an increase of their 


Extract from a communication from the Secretary of numbers, | beg to refer you to the accompanying paper, 


War to the Hon. A. Stevenson, Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, dated January 13, 1831. 


In obedience to a resolution adopted by the House 
of Representatives on the 7th instant, calling on the 
Secretary of War ‘to inform the House whether any, 
and, if any, what additions are necessary to be made to 
the corps of military and topographical engineers, ex- 
clusively for military purposes,” I have the honor to 
report : 

ith ag to the corps of engineers. In my re- 

rt to the President, accompanying his message to 
or in 1829, I expressed a concurrence in the 
opinion which has been u for years past by this de- 
partment, of the necessity for increasing the number of 
efficers in this corps. advantages which might 
result from such an in the construction of 


marked2, being a copy of a communication to the 
House of Representatives on the subject, made in con- 
formity to a call of that House, in which is shown the 
distribution to be made of them, provided. the addi- 
tional number asked be authorized. . 
Asto the increase of expense, by the provisions of 
the Ist section of the bill reported in the House of Re- 
ee at the jast session, a copy of which is also 
erewith submitted, it will be, 


For the first year, $4,004 
For the second year, 8,009 
For the third year, 11,822 


For the fourth year, - 


15,635 
For the fifth year, 20,678 
For the sixth year, 25,702 
For the seventh year, and thereafter, 32,700 


This calculation is based on the supposition that cav- 





fortifications and other works of general improvement, 


were not lost sight of. - 


alry pay will be granted; should the present pay be 





Eee 





pestnen, then the increase will amount only to $19, 

In either case, it is firmly believed that true econo- 
my would result to the Government, both in saving a 
great part of the sums now paid to persons employed in 
the superintendence of public works, and still more in 
the more efficient and judicious application of the pub- 
lic funds, which would result from the employment of 
none but well instructed and experienced officers in suf- 
ficient numbers to give the proper attention to all the 
details of construction, which, with the present force, 
is almost impracticable, and consequently the quality 
of the workmanship depends more than it should on 
the intelligence and faithtulness of the mechanics em- 
ployed. . 

About $20,000 a year is now actually paid as com- 
pensation to the civil agents superintending public 
works under this department. 

The bill alluded to gontemplates giving cavalry pay. 
The reason for this is, thatas the occupation of the en- 
gineer officer usually places him in isolated situations, 
where the expenses of messing cannot be divided with 
others, as is the case at all garrisons, it appears proper 
on that account, as well as others, that he should be bet- 
ter paid. He has to perform many of his duties on 
horseback, such as searching the country, in the neigh- 
borhood of his operations, to obtain materials, workmen 
&c.; and as the nature of his profession requires the 
highest order of military attainment, besides being de- 
prived, by the wants and usage of service, of partici- 
pating in the benefits of staff appointments, as aids-de- 
camp, quartermasters, &c., it is but reasonable that he 
should be compensated, in part, for the loss of these, by 
being designated on the statute book for the small ad- 
ditional emoluments allowed. 

Extract from the annual report of the Secretary of War, 
dated November, 27, 1834. 

I beg leave to ask your particular attention to that 
part of the report of the Chief Engineer, which recom- 
mends an addition to the number of the officers of his 
corps. I helieve the service requires this measure.— 
New duties have been imposed upon the engineer corps, 
by express acts of Congress; while in other cases it has 
been found necessary, by executive regulation, to re- 
quire from the officers services not originally contem- 
plated in the organization of the department. The 
erection of fortifications, the construction of roads, the 
establishment of fixed points, by astronomical observa- 
tions,in boundary lines, and the improvement of harbors 
and rivers, are among the objects committed to the en- 
gineer officers. And I feel bound to report to you, 
that, as far as my observation or information has ex- 
tended, their duties have been performed in the most 
satisfactory and exemplary manner. In scientific ac- 
quirements, and in their practical application, these 
officers are deserving of high commendation ; and it is 
very desirable that their numbers should be so far aug- 
mented, as to ensure their personal attention to all the 
objects within the control of the Engineer Departwent. 
This cannot now be done; and the public service suf- 
fers in consequence of it. 





Duties which have devolved on each officer of the corps of 
engineers, during the year 1834, viz. 

Col. C. Gratiot. Charged with the affairs of the En- 
gineer Department, to which was committed the care 
of the Military Academy, and supervision over the 
operations for constructing and repairing nineteen for- 
tifications, seventeen pome | the improvement of thirty- 
nine harbors and rivers, the construction of nine Jight- 
houses and beacon lights, all of which have been work- 
ed on during the year; and making observations to 
establish the northern boundary of the State of Ohio. 

Lieut. Col. J. G. Totten. This officer has personally 
superintended the operations for the construction of 
Fort Adams, Rhode Island ; he haa, as a member of the 
Board of Engineers, assisted in projecting plans and es- 
timates for the fortifications at Foster’s bank, Pensacola 
harbor, the Delaware river, Long Island Sound, Boston 
bay, and Provincetown harbor, Cape Cod; and is now 
engaged in agg bog project for legeoving the navi- 
gation of the Hudson river above Hudson. He has 
also made estimates for removing the light-house at the 
end of Goat island ; and inspected and supervised, ina 
general way, the harbor improvements on the South 
a “q assachusetts bay, Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut. = 


pepe 


ee 





i a a a ae. | —“— -— -« a at ob ob 


—~ 


™ aA 








V9 





ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 





Major S. Thayer has been charged with the imme- 
diate superintendence of the works of defence and har- 
bor improvement in Boston harbor, the inspection and 
general supervision of the harbor improvements at the 
mouths of the Kennebunk and Merrimack rivers. In 
addition to these duties, he has assisted, as a member of 
the Board of Engineers, in projecting plans and pre- 
paring estimates for the works enumerated above. 

Major R. E. De Russey has superintended the Milita- 
ry Academy. 

Capt. J. L. Smith has been charged with the opera- 
tions for constructing Fort Schuyler, and with those for 
repairing Castle William, Forts Columbus, Hamilton, 
and Lafayette, New York harbor. 

Capt. George Blaney has been engaged in finishing 
Fort Caswell, and in prosecuting the operations for the 
improvement of Cape Fear river, North Carolina. 

Capt. W. H. Chase has superintended the works for 
the construction of forts at Santa Rosa island and Fos- 
ter’s bank, Pensacola harbor; besides which, he has 
been charged with the inspection and general supervi- 
sion of the several river and harbor improvements in 
Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi. 

Capt. R. Delafield has superintended the repairs of 
the Cumberland road east of the Ohio river, the opera- 
tions for rebuilding Fort Delaware, and those for im- 
proving harbors on the Delaware river. 

Capt. A. Talcott superintended the construction of 
Forts Monroe and Calhoun till June, when he proceed- 
ed to Michigan, to make observations for fixing the 
northern boundary of the state of Ohio. He returned 
to Hampton roads in August, when he was relieved 
from duty there, and appointed the superintendent for 
improving the navigation of the Hudson, and is now 
engaged in revising the surveys and plans made for it. 

apt. W. A. Eliason was in charge of the works at 
Charleston harbor, South Carolina, until April, when 
he was relieved for the recovery of his health, which 
was very bad; in November he was put on duty at Fort 
Calhoun. 

Ist Lieut. Thomas Leslie, Paymaster to the Military 
Academy. 

Ist Lieut. C. A. Ogden superintended the works for 
the coustruction of the fort at Mobile point, and those 
four improving Mobile harbor, to their completion. In 
compliance with the act of the last session, he was 
transferred from the Gulf station to that of the Cumber- 
land road in Indiana and I}linois, the operations on 
which he now superintends. 

Ist. Lieut. H. Brewerton has superintended, during 
the whole year, the construction of the Cumberland 
Road in Ohio. 

Ist. Lieut. S. Tuttle in arrest since May last. 

Ist. Lieut. George Dutton, employed on the improve- 
ments at Ocracock inlet, and in finishing Fort Macon, 
North Carolina. 

Ist. Lieut. Jos. Mansfield has superintended the con- 
struction of Fort Pulaski, and the works for improving 
the Savannah river, Georgia. 

2d Lieut. A. H. Bowman was assigned early in the 
year to duty at Fort Livingston, Louisiana, from which 
duty he was withdrawn in the month of July, to su- 
perintend, under the act of Congress, the construction 
of the road from opposite Memphis to St. Francis, in 
Arkansas. To this duty is added that of inspecting the 
operations for improving the navigation of Red river, 
Mississippi, Ohio, and Cumberland rivers. 

2d Lieut. T. S. Brown has since April superintended 
the works in Charleston harbor, South Carolina. 

2d Lieut. W. H.C. Bartlett, was the assistant in the 
Engineer Department until November, when he receiv- 
ed the appointment of Professor of Natural and Expe- 
rimental Philosophy in the Military Academy. 


2d Lieut. R. E. Lee assisted, until November, Captain 
Tallcot in the superintendence of the works at Forts 
Monroe and Calhoun. He is now the assistant in the 
Engineer Department. 

2d Lieut. A. J. Swift,assistant to Col. Totten at Fort 
Adam3. 

2d Lieut. R. Parke, assistant to Colonel Thayer at 
Boston. 

Bt. 2d. Lieut. F. A. Smith, do. do 

Bt. 2d Lieut. J. G. Barnard,assistant to Capt. Smith, 
at New York. 

Bt. 2d. Lieut. G. W. Cullum, assistant to Col. Totten, 
at Fort Adams, to the month of November. He is now 


second assistant in the Engineer Department. 
Bt. 2d. Lieut. R. King, assistant to Captain Talcott 


on the works at Hampton roads, afterwards in establish- 

ing the northern boundary of Ohio, and now in im- 

proving the Hudson. 

Bt. 2d Lieut. W. Smith, a graduate of last June, as- 

sisting Capt. Talcott. 

Bt. 2d Lieut. J. Saunders, a graduate of last June, 

assisting Lieut. Ogden. 

Nore. Neither of the last eight named officers 

have much professiona) experience; they are, for that 

reason, kept where they can most readily acquire it. 
December 4, 1834. 

BILLS REPORTED BY COMMITTEES. 
No, 192. 


JANUARY, 14, 1834. 


Read twice and committed to a committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 


DeceMBeRr, 8, 1834. 
Reprinted by order of the House of Representatives. 


Mr. R. M. Johnson, from the Committte on Military 
Affairs, reported the following bill : 


A BILL 
To authorise the establishment of an Army Asylum. 





Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in Congress as~ 
sembled, That for the purpose of establishing an Army 
Asylum as a retreat for such officers and soldiers of the 
military establishment of the United States as is now, 
or hereafter may be authorised, there be deducted 
monthly, from the pay proper of each and every officer, 
cadet, non-commissioned officer, artificer, musician, 
private, and other persons belonging to said establish- 
ment, two and a half cents on every dollar, or at 
the rate thereof; which deduction shall constitute a 
fund for the erection and support of said army asylum. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, besides the 
deductions on the pay proper, as authorised by the first 
section of this act, for creating the fund, all fines by 
sentences of courts martial shall be applied to said fund 
except such fines only as may be imposed for reimburs- 
ing the United States in any amount expended on ac- 
count of deserters, and for other debts due the United 
States; and, also, that all sums due from the United 
States io officers, cadets or others belonging to the mi- 
litary establishment at their decease, and which may 
not be claimed, shall go to said fund, and there remain 
as a part of the same, until claims shall be legally estab- 
lished, authorising the payment thereof. 


Sec. 3. dnd be rt further enacted, That one half of all 
the assessments imposed on sutlers for the privilege of 
sutling for any post or garrison, or for any part of the 
army, shall be applied to said fund, monthly, as the same 
may be collected. 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the Secretary of War to receive, for the use 
of the said asylum, any donations in money, goods, 
lands, or other property, made in hand, by grants or be- 
quests, and to apply the samein the manner in which oth- 
er funds are to be applied, or according to the nature of 
the donation, grant or bequest. 


Sec. 5. And beit further enacted, That the Secreta- 
ry of War, under the direction of the President of the 
United States, be, and he is hereby authorised to pro- 
cure a suitable site, within the District of Columbia, 
on which to erect the sail asylum, with all the neces- 
sary buildings, and with ground sufficient for gardens 
and recreation, not exceeding one hundred acres; and 
that the Secretary of War cause plans and an estimate 
of the cost of the buildings and grounds to be made; 
which plans and estimate, with a system of rules and 
regulations for the government of the institution, are 
to be submitted to Congress at their next session, or as 
soon thereafter as practicable. 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That in order to 
carry the objects. of this act into effect, all funds neces- 
sary for the purchase of the site and the erection of the 
buildings for the asylum, shall, in the first instance, be 
advanced by the United States, to. be reimbursed out of 
any moneys which may accrue under the provisions of 
this act. 

Sec. 7. 4nd be it further enacted, That the President 
of the United States ishereby authorised to appoint such 
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as commisssioners, who, without any extra compensa- 
tion,shall manage and govern the institution, undersuch 
regulations as may be approved by him. 


__ 


No. 3876 
Marcu I8, 834. 


Read twice and committed toa Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union. 


DecemMBERr 8, 1834. 
Reprinted by order of the House of Representatives. 


Mr. R. M. Johnson, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported the following bill : 


A BILL 


For the erection of a national armory on the western 
waters. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in Congress as- 
sembled, That the President of the United States be, 
and he is hereby authorised, to select a suitable site on 
the Western waters forjthe erection thereon of a nation- 
al armory, which shall have powers of manufacture 
equivalent to the annual production of twenty thousand 
muskets, and, to enable the President the better to se- 
lect a site, five thousand dollars are hereby appropria- 
ted, to make examination of all the points and positions 
which he may deem expedient and proper. 


Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That, so soon as the 
saidsite shall have been duly selected, the President of 
the U. States be, and he is hereby authorised to proceed 
with the preliminary measures in the erection of the said 
national armory, and that the sum of sixty-five thou- 
sand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to- 
wards (including the examination and the selection of 
a proper site) the erection of said armory, to be taken 
from any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. 


No. 440. 
Apri 19, 1834. 


Read twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House on the State of the Union. 


DeceMBeER 8, 1884. 
Reprinted by order of the House of Representatives. 


Mr. R. M. Jonnson, from the Committee on Milita- 
ry Affairs, reported the following bill : 


A BILL 


To provide for the printing of five thousand copies of a 
system of cavalry instruction, for the use of the mi- 
Jitia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in Congress as- 
sembled, That the Secretary of War be, and he is here- 
by authorised to procure for the use of the militia five 
thousand copies of the system of cavalry instruction, in 
addition to those now printing for the use of the cavalry 
of the U. States: Provided, That each copy, with the 
plates, shall not exceed in price, two dollars and twen- 
ty cents ; and that the said copies, when procured, shall 
be distributed among the several States and Territories, 
and in the District of Columbia, for the use of the mi- 
litia thereof, according to the number of militia in each 
State and Territory, and the District of Columbia; and 
to. forward to the Chief Magistrate of each State and 
Territory, the number allowed to each State and Terri- 
tory as aforesaid, to be by said Chief Magistrate distri- 
buted among the officers of the militia of such State or 
Territory, for their use, and the use of their successors 
in office, under such rules and regulations as they may 
direct. And the Secretary of War will cause the num- 
ber of copies distributed to the District of Columbia to 
be apportioned among the officers ‘of the militia in the 
District, under such rules. and regulations.as may be 
prescribed by the President of the United States, 


Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
eleven thousand dollars be appropriated, and the same 
is hereby appropriated, for tbe paymetit of said five 











number of officers of the army, not exceeding seven, 


thousand copies of cavalry instruction, out of any mo, 
‘bor in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
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DeceMBER 11, 1834. 


Read twice, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union. 


Mr. C. P. Wurre, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported the following bill : 


A BILL 


Amendatory of the act entitled ‘« An act in addition to 
the several acts for the establishment and regulation 
of the Treasury, War, and Navy Departments.” 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That whenever, in the opinion of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, it shall be condvcive to the public 
interest to transfer any article of provisions, or other 
stores, from the appropriation under which they may 
have been purchased for the naval service, to any ob- 
jects under other appropriations for the navy, it shall 
be lawful for him to authorise such transfer; and upon 
his representation of the value of the articles thus 
transferred, it shall be the duty of the proper officers of 
the Treasury to transfer the amount upon the books of | 
the Treasury from the appropriation to which the arti- 
cles may have been transferred to the appropriation 
from which they may have been, or may be taken. 


_- 


No. 560. 
DecEMBER 12, 1834. 


Read twice, and ordered to be engrossed, and read the 
third time on Monday next. 





Mr. R. M. Jonwnson, from the Committee on Milita- 
ry Affairs, reported the following bill: 


A BiLL 


To allow further time to complete the issuing and loca- 
ting of military land warrants during the late war. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of Americain Congress as- 
sembled, That the act entitled ‘An act to allow further | 
time to complete the issuing and locating of military | 
land warrants,”’ approved the 26th day of May, one) 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, and also the 
operations of the act approved the twenty-fourth day 
of February, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, 
which, by said act of one thousand eight hundred and | 
twenty-four, is revived, be, and the said acts are here- | 
by, extended and continued in force for the term of five | 
years from and after the 26th day of May last. 





| 





SENATE. 
Tursvay, Jan. 13. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
HiLu: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
quested to cgmmunicate to the Senate, so much of the 
correspondence of his Department with Loammi Bald- 
win, as relates to his compensation as superintendent of 
Dry Docks and inspector of Navy Yards, together with 
copies of all accounts rendered by him, connected with 
his services in the inspection of Navy Yards. 


Monpay, Jan. 19 

The following resolutions were submitted: 

By Mr. Tipton: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation to repair the military road leading 
from Fort Jesup, in Louisiana, to Fort Towson, 1n 
Arkansas. 

By Mr. Benton: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
inquire into the expediency of appropriating a suitable 
sum of money in assisting the officers and soldiers of 
the army of the United States, at the several military 
posts, to obtain the services of chaplains. 

Taken up the next day, and adopted. 


TuESDAY, Jan. 20. 
The Vite Presipenr Jaid before the Senate acom- 
munication from the Navy Department, transmitting 
the correspondence with Loammi Baldwin, relative to 
his superintendency of dry docks, at Charlestown, 
Mass. in pursuance of a resolution of the Senate for 
that purpose. 





On motion of Mr. Hix, the communication was or- 
dered to be printed. 


Wepnespay, Jan. 21. 

The Vice PresipeEnr laid before the Senate a letter 
from the War Department, communicating the names 
of the clerks employed in that department for the year 
1834, with the compensation paid to each. 

Also, another letter from the War Department, trans- 
mitting a statement of the expenses for contingencics 
of the army for the year 1834. 

Also, another letter from the War Department, con- 
taining an abstract of all the licenses which have been 
granted to trade with the Indians; which communica- 
tions were severally laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

The joint resolution, directing the President of the 
United States to cause to be presented to Col. Croghan 
and his under officers, medals, struck with suitable de- 
vices, as a testimony of national gratitude for their 
deeds of patriotism and valor in defence of Fort St. 
Stephens, being under consideration, 

Mr. Biss gave a brief outline of the history and 
events connected with that brilliant affair, and paid a 
handsome compliment to the officers and soldiers who 
fought in defence of that Fort. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

The following bills were considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time. 

A bill authorizing the construction of a rail road 
through the landsof the United States, from Tallahassee 
to St. Marks, jn Florida. 

A bill-making appropriations fer completing certain 
improvements in Florida. 

A bill appropriating $20,000 for removing sand-bars 
in the Mississippi River, amended, 

On motion of Mr. Henpricks, by adding a clause 
directing the appropriation to be expended under the 
direction of the Secretary of War. 


TuvuRspAY, Jan. 22. 
Mr. Wesster, from the Committee on Finance; to 
which the same had been referred, reported the bill 
from the House of Representatives, making appropria- 
tions for the Indian Department for the year 1835. 


Also, the bill making appropriations for the support of 


the army for the year 1535. 

Mr. Wenster moved that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of these bills, which was agreed to, 
and the first-named was then considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. Henpricxs objected to a clause in the bill ap- 
propriating $81,200 for the pay of one hundred and six 
supernumerary Lieutenants, graduates of the Military 
Academy, and asked some explanation relative to this 
item from the Chairman of the Finance Committee. 

Mr. Weester said he thought there was no appro- 
priation in the bill but what was authorized by existing 
laws. He supposed these supernumeraries were at- 
tached to the army. 

Mr. Wrianur suggested that the item was in the bill 
because these Lieutenants were attached to the army, 
and ready for duty. 

Mr. Wepster said he would not press the bill at 
this time, unless gentlemen were satistied of the cor- 
rectness of it. 

On his motion, the bill was then laid on the table. 

The bill making appropriationsifor the Indian Depart- 


ment, fer the year 1835, was read a second time, as in| 


Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrosse.l 
for a third reading. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
SovuTHARD: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be | 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation to deepen the Bar of Pensacola Bay, in 
Florida, so as to admit vessels of war of the largest 
class, to the United States Navy Yard, established 
there. 

The bill from the House of Representatives making 
appropriations for certain fortifications for the year 
1835, was read the first time, and ordered to 4 second 
reading. 

The following bills from the House of Represénta- 
tives, were a read a third time and : 

The joint resolution requiring the statues executed 
Capitol. fee to be placed in the niches in front of the 

itol, for which they were designed. 
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A bill making appropriations for the current expenses 
of the Indian Department, for the year 1835. 

A resolution authorizing a gold medal to be strrek 
and presented to Col. Croghan, and swords to the offi- 
|cers who were under his command, for their gallant 
conduct at Fort Sandusky, during the late war. 


Fripay, Jan 23. 
The resolu:ion offered yesterday by Mr. Sournarp, 
| was taken up and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Weester, the Senate then re- 
sumed the consideration of the army appropriation bill, 
a3 in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Wessrenr said, that an objection had been urged 
|yesterday by the Honorable member from Indionay 
|( Mr. Hendricks,) against the item of appropriation to 
pay certain supernumerary Lieutenants. He (Mr. W.) 
i then said, that he thought the provision was only in 
| fulfilment of the exigency of the existing laws. Mr. 

W. here referred to the act of 1812, to show that when 
| cadets were not attached they were to be provided f 
Q y we provided for. 
| That there were one hundred and six specified in the 
bill, which was a less number than was authorized by 
| the law alluded to. 
| Mr. Henpricxs said, he did not consider the act of 
1812 as having any thing to do with the military acad- 
femy. The provisions of that law were certainly as the 
| gentleman from Massachusetts represented thei to be, 
| but he was unable to reconcile them with subsequent 
jlaws. The act of 2d March, 182i, to reduce and fix 
the military peace establishment, provided for the dis- 
'charge ofall supernumerary officers. He would not, 
|however, persist in his opposition to the bill, but he 
| objected to the provision alluded to, and thought it 
ought to be inquired into. 

After some further conversation between Mr. Wea- 
ster and Mr. Henpricks, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill making appropriations for certain fortifica- 
tions of the United States, for the year 1835, was read 
the second time and referred. 

The bill making appropriations for the Indian De- 
partment for the year 1835, was read a third time and 
| passed. 





| 
| 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, Jan. 16. 

Mr. Wnrirr, of Florida, offered the following reso- 
lution, which, under the rule, lies one day : 7 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
cause an examination to be made into the present con- 
| dition of Fort Marion in East Florida, and to report to 
| the next session of Congres:, whether the public inter- 
| ests would not be promoted by its repair and preserva- 
ition for defence and barracks, with an estimate of the 
| cost of its repair, and that of the sea wall between it 
jand St. Francis barracks; and also to presenta report 
of the manner and objects to which the twenty thou- 
igand dollars appropriated has been expended. ~ 

Mr. Husrarp, from the Committee of Ways and 
| Means, reported a bill making appropriations for har- 
| bors, rivers, and the Delaware breakwater; which waa 
| read twice and committed. 
| Mr. Surmervanp, from ‘the Committee on Com- 
|merce, reported a bill making appropriations for build- 
\ing light-houses, erecting beacon lights, and making 
|surveys for the year 1835; which was read twice and 
| committed. 





SaTuRDAY, Jan. 17. 

| Mr. Mann, of N. Y., asked the House to consider 
| two resolutions which he had (by permission) laid up- 
}on the table a few days since—requesting the Secreta- 
| ties of the War and Navy Departments respectively, t> 
furnish copies and statements of the items and aggre- 
gates, of the compensation, accounts of the officers of 
the army and navy, including all stated and special al- 
lowances of every description for the two last years, 
and showing, also, their travel and grades, and where 
stationed, and what services they have performe.i. 

Mr. M. said, that he had been informed, since these 
resolutions have been laid upon the table, that it was 
not probable they could be answered in season to per- 
mit any action of the House upon the subject at this 
session, and wishing to afford the Departments ample 
time to make full and accurate reports, he would take 
occasion now to say, that on the coming in of such re- 
ports at the next session, he would ask for the appoint- 





ment of a committee, to consider and thoroughly inves- 
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EE 
tigate the subject in the hope that ample, equal, and 
even liberal justice, might be done to all the officers 
engaged in those branches of the pubbic service. 

The resolutions were then takes up, modified by the | 
mover, and adopted in the following form: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to this House an abstract of the items of | 
all accounts and claims for the compensation and allow- 
ances of every kind for the two last fiscal years, dis- 
tinguishing each year, ending 30th September, 1534, of 
the Generals, Colonels, Lieutenant Colenels, Majors 
and Captains of the army, and also of all the officers 
attached to the Engineer and Topographical depart- 
ments, which have been actually {paid, and allowed ; 
with a general statement, showing, also, the aggre- 
gate pay and emoluments, including all stated and spe- 
cial allowances paid and allowed to each cominission 
officer of the army, name,and rank of every grade for 
each year aforesaid, and the aggregate of the whole; 
and showing, also, the places from and to which, and 
the computed distance between such places, and the 
amount for which transportation has been allowed and 
paid to each officer of the army, and where stationed, 
and what services each has performed. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be request- 
ed tocommunicate to this house an abstract of the items 
of all the acccounts and claims for compensation and 
allowances of every kind for the two last fiscal years, 
distinguishing each year, ending 30th Septeniber, 1834, 
of the captains, masters commandant, lieutenants, pur- 
sers, and navy agents of the Navy, with a general 
statement, showing also the aggregate pay and emolu- 
ments, including all stated and special allowances ac- 
tually paid and allowed to each commissioned officer 
of the navy, by name and rank, of every grade, and 
where stationed (excepting midshipmen) for each year 
aforesai.l, and the aggregate of the whole; showing also 
the places from and to which, and the computed dis- 
tance between such places, and the amount for which 
transportation or travel has been allowed and paid to 
each officer of the navy, and where each is stationed, 
and what services cach has performed. 

The following resolution submitted on Thursday last, 
by Mr. Ew1nc, of Indiana, was considered and agreed 
to:— 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to | 
cause the late annual report of the Engineer Depart- | 
ment to be re-examined in relation.to an alleged inac | 
curacy in the amount of unexpended appropriations | 
heretofore made to construct the National road in the | 





State of Indiana, and transmit to this House, as speedi- 
ly as may be practicable, the result, together witha 
statement showing the sum that now remains unex- | 
pended, and that which will actually be available for | 
payment of Jabor on said road in Indiana, curing the 
approaching season. 
MonDaAy, van. 19. 

Mr. Warp presented the petition of Clinton Rodse- 
velt, of the State of New York, wherein he sets forth 
that he has discovered a mode of huildirg steam vessels 
of war, which are capable of approaching an enemy’s 
vessel of any force, and by means of a torpedo aifixed 
to the prow projecting under water, to destroy the 
vessel attacked without endangering the steam battery. 
Mr. W. stated that the petitioner had furnished certiti- 
cates from Professors Renwick and Hackley, of New 
York, that they have examined the principle on which 
this improvement is founded; and that it appears to 
them to be feasible; that they are not aware of any im- 
portant practicable difficulties which would prevent its 
being carried into elfect. 

The petition and documents were referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MivurGan offered the following resolution, 
which, under the rule, lies one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to 
furnish to this House a copy of Captain Delafield’s report 
on the condition of the harbor in the river Delaware, 
accompanied by an estimate of the repair and preserva- 
tion of the same. 





From the New York Mercury. 
NAVY PAY BILL. 

We fully concur with ‘ A New York Merchant,’ in 
the sentiments he expresses in regard to the Navy Pay 
Bill. In our ee the bill in no stage of 
its progress has provided compensation at all too great 
for the different classes of officers. And with all due 


7 — —_ ——————— 

respect, we protest against its being thrown aside, un-| I will not ask how many high minded officers, who 
less it be for the purpose of introducing another, Tff/are not blessed with a private fortune, are deterred by 
which the rates of compensation shall be further in-/a knowledge of these results from asking for active 
creased. Much has been said, and justly, of the arduous | service, and remain on furlough or half-pay ; but 1 will 
nature of the duties devolving upon our naval officers, |ask Honorable members of Congress, who are not fa- 


and the expenses to which they are necessarily subject 
in maintaining the courtesies of the service, and in 
some sense the honor ef the nation, in foreign ports. 
These considerations alone are amply sufficient to| 





miliar with the naval service, whether they may not 
with safety take the recommendation of those who are, 
and place the pay of its officers on that footing which 
a just regard for its importance demands. The votes of 


| fairest prospect of affluence and distinction. 


justify, nay to demand, a higher rate of pay than they | these gentlemen will carry or defeat the bills; and cut 
now receive. But there is another consideration which | down, as it already has been, below what its projectors 
ought not to be overlooked, viz: thatour naval officers know to be right. I entreat them not to discard it alto- 
in general are, and ever should be, men of so much/gether. Those who are afraid of the unpopularity of 
character, talents, and enterprise, thet if they engaged | voting for an increase of salaries, need not fear its ap- 
in other pursuits, they would have before them the| plying to naval officers. There is not a spot in all the 
By en-| broad expanse of our country where the navy is nota 
tering the naval service, they abandon all ideas of| just theme of admiration, and our citizens will never 
wealth, unless they possess it already, and furthermore, | object that those ‘* whose home is on the mountain 
they place their time, their comforts, and their lives, at | deep,”’ shall have the expenses of suppurting the honor 
the disposal of the country. [Is it right, is it honorable, | of the Star Spangled Banner paid from the public purse, 
that such men should be deprived of the means of | and a just remuneration awarded them for their arduous 
maintaining themselves respectably, and entail an in-| and important services. 

heritance of poverty upon their children? Wesay no; A Mercuant or New York. 
and we are persuaded the whole country will say no. 
It is of the utmost importance that our naval officers | 





; should be so rewarded, as to invite the best talents into | 


the service, instead of repelling them. Llereafter it is 
probable our battles will be chiefly fought upon the | 
ocean. Upon the navy will devolve the most hazard- | 
ous and responsible duties in every such juncture. And | 
shall we, whoare sitting in quietness by our firesides, | 
while our navy is mingling in the deadly strife, refuse | 


or grudge to its officers and men a fair remuneration | 


Rowcanpv’s Sexrant.—A contemporary enumer- 
ates the following advantages as belonging to this im- 


| proved instrument :—* Ist. The old sextant being lim- 


ited to a range of 120, the lunar distances in the Vau- 
tical Almanack were only computed to that extent.— 
Now, navigators know that lunar observations are of 
the utmost importance in long voyages by checking er- 
rors in chronometers; they consequently avail them- 
selves of lunar observations, and prefer those taken by 


for their services, or at least an honorable subsistence? } day, because the horizon is more distinctly seen, and 
When the present rates of pay were established, money | the altitudes are more correctly taken than by night.— 
was more valuable than it is at present, and the nation | f¢ will therefore be desirable to extend the distances in 
wasdeeply in debt. What might have been then, under | the autical Almanack, between the sun and moon to 
all the circumstances, a just compensation, is not so at| 140 degrees. 2d.- When an artificial horizon is used no 
present. The bill before Congress was intended to re-| anole of altitude above 60 degrees could be taken with 
store things to their proper equilibrium, and as such we | the old sextant: of course the latitude could not be 
earnestly hope that it will become a law. found by a meridian altitude of the sun, if this altitude 
ee jexceeded 60 degrees. By the new instrumént these 
| difficulties vanish, since the meridian altitude of all the 
ussrs. Eprrons—Deeply interested in every thing | heavenly bodies may be taken by it when vertical and 
which concerns the commerce or marine of our coun-| doubled by the artificial horizon. 3d. In addition to 
try, { have watched with much solicitude the progress! the above advantages may be added the following, viz : 
of the Navy Pay Biil in the House of Representatives, | Since the sextant will possessa range of 240 degrees, it 
and most sincerely regret to see the opposition it en | will of course span the visible hemisphere with the ut- 
counters. In all our maritime cities, where the subject| most ease. Now, ifthe dip be known, the refraction 
is, with all due deference to the wisdom of Congress,| may be measured by the instrumentat any place and at 
best understood, there can be but one feeling on the | any time. But this is not all; we know that our globe 
subject, and that isin its favor. It is not a boon to our| is not a perfect sphere, but of a spheroidical form : con- 
gallant navy officers, but a part only of a just remune- | sequently tables for dip and terrestrial distance, if com 

ration for the most arduous services in every climate | puted for a sphere, must be erroneous when applied to a 
and exposed to every vicissitude of life, Separated most | spheroid. Dip for altitudes, or objects taken east or west, 
of the time from their homes and families, they are by| would differ for objects in a north or south direction, 





For the Mercury. 
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the force of circumstances made the representatives of | because meridians of longitude continued round the 


our country to almostevery nation, and spend their best | globe are elliptical, whereas parallels of latitude area 
days in protecting her interests and promoting her| series of circles of unequal diameters. This beiag the 
honor. The inadequate, and compared with other em-| case, it follows that the span of the visible hemisphere, 
ployments, disproportioned remuneration they receive, | in the direction of the earth’s axis, will be different from 
has been a subject of just complaint for many years, | that taken in a transverse direction. Rowland’s “ dou- 
anil has induced, I believe, every Secretary of the Navy | ble sextant’? would measure this difference at once, and 
to press the subject upon the attention of Congress; but} point out a dip for each latitude and each direction, with 


it has constantly received the go-by, and they have been 
left to suffer and to hope. ‘To hope for that justice they 
felt to Le their due. The present bill was prepared with 
much labor, and a careful investigation of the merits of 
the case. It has for years been notorious that a gentle- 
man accepting the command of a frigate on a foreign 
station must spend about double his present pay in giv- 
ing and receiving those civilities which are expected in 
every port, from the officers of a man-of-war. Suppose 
they were declined ; that they determined to live within 
their income, and refused those interchanges with the 
ships of other nations and the authorities of the countries 
they visit; what feelings would be elicited for our 
country and our navy? What but contempt for one and 
scorn forthe other? And undersuch circumstances, 
what progress would be made in the negotiations, now 
so often conducted through the commanders, for pro- 
moting our commerce or securing the rights of our 
citizens? And what would be said in our own country 
of such conduct! Unmeasured abuse would be — 
upon the heads of such officers for degrading the high 
character of the country, by refusing to spend their 
private property to pay for what it is the duty of the 
government to provide. 





| regard to the poles. This improved instrument may 
| be used for ascertaining the true figure of our earth, 
}and may either prove or disprove its form, as deduced 
| from measured arcs ofits surface, or from calculations 
made from data furnished by the pendulum.—London 
Paper. cntemnaee 

Marsan Gerarp AND BernapotTre.—* Mar- 
shal Gerard was Officer d’Ordonnance, then Aide-de- 
Camp, and afterwards Chief of the Staff to the sev- 
eral corps under the command of General Bernadotte, 
from 1808 till he took his departure for Sweden. The 
Prince was poor ; his natural generosity never left him 
with any money in his pocket; but it was not fitting 
that he should leave debts behind him, or arrive in his 
new country pennyless. Not wishing to appeal to the 
Emperor, whose mistrust he had awakened, for Napo- 
leon was aware ofthe extent to which jealousy might 
carry Bernadotte, he applied to General Gerard, who 
converted the whole of his property into money, and 
gave {t to his friend. This account was not settled in 
1814, and the part then taken by the Crown Prince of 
Sweden did not contribute to render the settlement 
amicable. From this time Marshal Gerard broke off 
all intimacy with his old friend.”"— French paper. 
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WASHINGTON; 


THURSDAY,........--+- »--JANUARY 29, 1835. 


Tuirnst ror Orrice.—Some idea may be formed 
of the insatiable desire for public employment, by the 
number of applications for appointment in the military 
and naval service. 

We have taken some pains to ascertain the numbers 
for the different grades in which original appointments 
are made ; and although we cannot arrive at precise ac- 
curacy, the following approaches near it :— 

ARMY. 
WVo. of Applicants. No. appointed. 








Paymasters, 58 [44 since 1830. } 
Medical Staff, 250 
Cadets, * 365 

Navy. 
Assistant Surgeons, 524 (since 1825) 52 
Pursers, 435 (since 1812) 54 
Midshipmen, 1,420 (since 1828) 231 
Marine Corps, 378 (since 1823) 31 
Miscellaneous, 688 (since 1829) unknown 


This last head embraces the civil department of the 
Navy, and warrant officers on board vessels of war.— 
Under other heads, some are included who are now in 
the service, and desire a transfer from one branch to. 
another ; therefore all should not be considered as com- 
ing from those in civil life. Many of the applications 
are doubtless withdrawn, or out of date; but still the 
crowd presses eagerly on, and each one is sanguine of 
success, or conceives his own claims and qualifications 
superior. All, probably without exception, lose much 
valuable time, in anticipation of realizing their hopes. 

How much would it add to the aggregate of nation- 
al industry and wealth—how much would it subtract 
from needless cares and vexations—-if candidates would 
abandon the thoughts of public employment, or look to 
it asa secondary and nota primary object, and turn their 
attention to some useful occupation. Where one is 
successful, nine at least must be disappointed. All 
cannot be gratified, yet all expect it. 

Offices are accessible to. alt ; talents and integrity are, 
or ought to be, the scle qualifications; but is it not be- 
coming too common to rely upon public employment 
rather than individual exertion, for support? Thirst 
for office isa ruling passion with Americans, and, if 
indulged, may and wil lead to disastrous results, to the 
accumulation of private misery, and general evil. The 
day cannot be very distant, should this spirit increase, 
when places will be created for men, instead of for the 
public interest. 

7“ 


* Maine, 15—N. Hampshire, 10— Massachusetts, 16 
—Connecticut, 9—R. Isiand, 4—Vermont, 13—New 
York, 60—New Jersey, 6—Pennsylvania, 36—Dela- 
ware, 2—Maryland, 18—Virginia, 37—North Carolina, 
16—South Carolina, 15—Georgia, 13—Kentucky, 15— 
Tennessee, L2—Qhio, 17—Louisiana, 5—Indiana, 12— 
Mississippi, 2—I!linois, 4—Alabama, 4—Missouri, 2— 
Michigan, 1—Arkansas, 1—Florida, 4—District of Co- 
humbia, 8—Sons of officers. of the Army and Navy, 8. 

Applications, which are not renewed. every year, are 
dropped, and considered out of date. 





The London, United Service Gazette of Nov. 15, 
contains a notice (we cannot say a review) of the ‘ Life 
of Napoleon,” which, as every American knows, our 
countryman, H. Lee, has been for some years prepa- 
ring for the press af Paris. We find the following 
comments on the style of the work :— 


“ The style is, indeed, a model of excellence. The. 


freedom ox its march, the continuity. of its caurse, and| 








the rigid precision which leaves no exuberance unpru- 
ned, all betoken the patient labor of a skilful hand.— 

e higher, however, is our estimate of ,the author’s 
ability for his work, the more lively is our regret that 
his name, hitherto unheard of, should emerge from ob- 
scurity only to aspire to infamy. H.Lee! Whois H. 
Lee? Isit arealoran assumed name? Let him cease 
from his unhallowed attempt to desecrate the pedestals 
on which stand his country’s heroes, and apply him- 
self to some task worthy of his powers.” * * * * 
‘** He has appended ta his work a series of notes cavil- 
ling, in a manner for the most part truly contemptible, 
on trivial inadvertencies in Sir Walter’s [Scott] history. 
But one short extract will show, better than a long dis- 
sertation, the spirit which animates this Enghishman !” 

This is an excellent joke. The London editor never 
heard of ‘H. Lee,’ in the annals of literature, but pre- 
sumes most complacently that none but an Englishman 
could write a clever book. Ergo, H. Lee must be an 
Englishman. The Londoner may be one of those that 
formerly“asked, ‘ Who reads an American book?’ He 
has answered the question himself. 

The number of the United Service Gazette, succeed- 
ing the one from which the foregoing quotations are 
made, has failed to reach us, and we are therefore igno- 
rant whether the editor has been undeceived. The 
Gazette of the 29th Nov. is sile: t upon the subject. 

We are very desirous to see Major Lee’s book on 
this side of the water, and in this wish we shall, in a}] 
probability, soon be gratified. European critics will 
have had the start of us, but a work does not need their 
approbation now-a-days, to secure a favorable reception. 
Fortunately we have taste and independence enough 
among us to judge for ourselves. 





Communication. 


PAY, &c. OF OFFICERS, 


WHO ARE ENTITLED TO PAY &ce. or CAVALRY, OR 
DRAGOON, OFFICERS. 


Having in my last number stated the pay &c. of 
Dragoon Officers, 1 deem it appropriate to state in this, 
the pay &c. of those who are paid at the same rates, 
keeping equality of grade in view. 

And Ist, of the Adjutant General, who is a Brigadier 
General by brevet, and the two Inspectors General, 
one of whom is a Brigadier General by brevet, and the 
other is a Colonel. 

The 6th section of the act of March 2d, 1821, enti- 
tled “An act to.reduce and fix the military peace es- 
tabJishment of the United States, ’’ declares ‘‘ That there 
shall be one Adjutant General, and two Inspectors Gen- 
eral, with the rank, pay, and emoluments, of Colonels 
of Cavalry.” 

All of these officers.are entiled to the same pay and 





emoluments, and, accordingly, the exposition of what } 


one of them is entitled to, will suffice for all, no one 
being, under present circumstances, entitled to more 
than another. 
For 12 months is 
Ist. Pay at $90 per month, $1,080 00 
2d. Subsistence—6 rations per day, at 
20 cts. each ration, 
3d. Additional rations—6 per day, at 
20 cts. each ration, 
4th. Forage for five horses at $8 per 
month, each, 
5th. Two servants—pay at $8 per 
month, each, 
Subsistence—1 ration each per day, 
at 20 cts., 
Clothing, at $2 50 each, per month, 


438 00 

438. 00 

480 00 
$192 00- 
146 00 


60 00 
—— 398 00 


6th. Quarters—4roomsand 1 kitchen, 
at $27 per month, 

7th. Fuel—4$. cords of wood per 
month, for 7 months of the year, 
and 1 cord per month for 5 months 
of the year, making 364 cords, 


324 00. 





at $5 per cord, 


$182 HO. 


8th. Fuel for servants, at one-sixth 
of a cord, each, per month, for 7 
months of the year, and one- 
twelfth ofa cord each, per month, 
for five morths of the year; mak- 
ing 3 1-6 cords, at $5 per cord, 15 83 

198 33 


$3,356 33 








Amounting to 


Second,—of a Topographical Engineer, who is a 
Lieutenant Colonel by brevet, and who receives the pay 
&c. of his brevet rank. ’ 


For 12 months is 
Ist. Pay, at $75 per month, $900 00 
2d. Subsistence—5 rations per day, at 
20 cts. each ration, 
3d, Additional rations—5 per day, at 
20 cts. each ration, when in com- 
mand of a separate post, 
4th. Forage for 4 horses, at $8 each, 
per month, 
5th. Two servants—pay at $8 per 
month, each, 
Subsistence—1 ration each per day, 
at 20 cts. 
Clothing, at $2 50 per month, each, 


365 00 


365 00 
384 00 
$192 00 


146 00 
60 00 

-———- 398 00 

6th. Quarters—3 rooms and 1 kitchen, 
at $6 each, per month, 

7th. Fuel—3 cords of wood per month 
for 7 months of the year, and 1 
cord per month for 5 months of 
the year; making 26 cords at $5 
per cord, 

8th. Fuel for servants, at one-sixth 
of a cord each, per month, tor 7 
months of the year, and one- 
twelfth ofa cord, each, per month 
for 5 months of the year; making 
three and one-sixth cords, at $3 
per cord, 


288 00 


$130 00 


15 83 
—— 145 83 


Amounting to $2,845 83 


Third—of a Topegraphical Engineer, who is a Major 
by brevet, and who receives the pay &c. of a Major of 
Cavairy. 


For 12 months is 





Ist. Pay, at $60 per month, $720 00 
2d. Subsistence—4 rations per day, at 
20 cts. per ration, 292 00 
3d. Additional rationas—4 per day, at 
20 cts. per ration, 292 00 
4th. Forage for 4 horses, at $8 per 
month, each, 384 00 
5th. Two servants—(the same as 
above. for Lt. Colonel. ) 393 00, 
6th. Quarters, the same as 288 00 
7th. Fuel, above for Lt. < $130 00 
8th. Fuel for serv’ts. ) Colonel, 15 83 
—— 145 8 
Amounting to $2,519 83 


In this last case I have calculated in respect to quar- 
ters and fuel, that the cost is the same as at Washington 
city, though the officer be at another station; at some 
places it would be something more or Jess. And cases 
have existed, and, no doubt, do now exist, in which a 
per diem is allowed, in lieu of quarters and fuel and 
transportation of baggage, but it is thought the cost is 
about the same. Should nothing occur to prevent it, I 
shall hereafter have occasion to speak of other allow- 
ances, such as per diem, per centage, and pay in addi- 
tion to pay in the line to assistant Quarter Masters, as- 
sistant Commissaries, &c. 


Fourth— Of a Quarter Master, who receives the pay 
§&c. of Major of Cavalry. 


For 12 months is 
$720 00 


292 00 


Ist. Pay—$60 per month, 
2d. Subsistence—4 rations per day, at 
20 cts. per ration, 





8d. F rage for 4 horses, at $8 per. 


Oo 
month, each, 384 00: 
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4th. Two servants—the same as in 
cases of Topographical Engi- 








neers, 398 00 
5th. Quarters, 2 the same asin 288 00 
6th. Fuel, cases of Top. < $130 00 
7th. Fuel for servt’s. § Engineers, 15 83 

145 83 
Amounting to $2,227 83 


This calculation is made in regard to quarters and 
fuel for Washington city. 

At Philadelphia the amount is about the same. 

At New York it is about $32 67 
more for fuel, and $52 more for quar- 


ters, equal to $2,312 50 
At St. Louis, Mo. itis about $39 83 

less for fuel than at Washington— 

equal to 2,188 00 


Fifth—Ofa Commissary (of subsistence,) who re- 
ceives the pay &c. of Major of Cavalry. 


This case is thesame in all things as 
that of a Quarter Master, at Wash- 


ington city, namely, $2,227 83 


In all these cases the law which authorizes the pay, 
subsistence, and number of horses, is that of April 12, 
1808, section 4. 


That for the number of servants with pay, subsis- 
tence, and clothing, and commutation of forage, is the 
act of April 16, 1816, section 12. 


That for the rate of pay for servants is the act of March 
3d, 1833, already noticed in speaking of Dragoon offi- 
cers; the act which it revives, so far as regards pay &c. 
of Drageons when mounted, namely, section 4 of April 
12, 1808; and the acts conferring the rank, with the 
pay and emoluments, of officers of cavalry. 


At the beginning of this article I noted the law in 
reference to the Adjutant General, and Inspectors Gen- 
eral. 


The act of March 3d, 1813, section 1, provides for 
eight Topographical Engineers—and section 3, of the 
same uct, confers on them the brevet rank, with the 
pay and emoluments, of Major of Cavalry. The act of 
April 24, 1816, section one, provides for three Topo- 
graphical Engineers to a division ; and the 9th section 
of that act provides, ‘‘ That the several officers of the 
staff shall, respectively, receive the pay and emolu- 
ments, and retain all the privileges, secured to the staff 
of the army, by the act of March 3d, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirteen.” Section 3 of the act of March 
2d, 1821, says, ‘‘ That the corps of engineers, (bombar- 
diers excepted,) andthe Topographical Engineers and 
their assistants, shall be retained in service as at pre- 
sent organized.” And section 11 of the same act, pro- 
vides “That the officers,” &c. “retained by this act, 
except those specially provided for, shall have the same 
rank, pay and emoluments, as are provided, in like ca- 
ses, by existing laws,” &c. The law in regard to pay 
and emoluments of brevet officers, I noticed when 
speaking of the pay, &c. of Brigadier General. 


The 7th section of the act of March 2d, 1821, pro- 
vides for “‘two Quarter Masters, with the rank, pay, 
and emoluments{of Majors of Cavalry ;”—and the act of 
May 18, 1826, section 4, provides for two additional 
Quarter Masters, with the same rank and compensation. 
Two of the four Quarter Masters are Lieutenant Colo- 
nels by brevet. 

The 2d section of the act of March 2d, 1829, entitled 
“* An act to continue the present mode of supplying the 
Army of the United States,” provides for one Com- 
missary, (of subsistence, ) with the rank, pay and emol- 
uments of Quarter Master. 


Section 5 of the act of March 16, 1802, already more 
than once cited, is the authority for allowing additional 
rations to “the commanding officers of each separate 

” 


Paragraph 39 of the revised regulations for the Quar- 
ter Master’s department authorises quarters and fuel. 


For the reasons assigned, ia my previous articles, I 
throw out additional rations, fo quarters and fuel, 
ead the result in each case is as ws :— 


a. The Adjutant General, or an Inspector Gen- 
eral. 


For 12 months. 

For pay —$90 per month, $1,080 
** subsistence—6 rations per day, at 

20 cents each ration, 438 


** servants—for pay, subsistence and 
clothing, 398 
Making 1,916 
Second— Topographical Engineer, who receives pay 
&c. of Lieutenant Colonel of Cavalry. 
For pay—$75 per month, 
‘* subsistence—5 rations per day, at 
20 cents per ration, 
“« servants—for pay, subsistence and 
clothing, 


$900 
365 
398 


Making 1,663 

Third— Topographical Engineer, who receives pay 
§c. of Major of Cavalry. 
For pay—$60 per month, 

** subsistence—4 rations per day at 
20 cents per ration, 

** servants—for pay, subsistence and 

clothing, 


720 
292 
398 


Making $1,410" 


Fourth— Quarter Master, who receives &e. of 
Major of Cavalry. a 
For pay—$60 per month, 

** subsistence—4 rations per day at 
20 cents per ration, 

‘** servants—for pay, subsistence and 
clothing, 


720 
292 
398 


Making $1,410 


Fifth— Commissary (of subsistence) who receives the 
pay &c. of a Quarter Master. 
For pay—$60 per month, $720 
“ subsistence—4 rations per day, at 
20 cents per ration, 292 
** servants—for pay, subsistence and 
clothing, 398 
Making $1,410 
The assistant Topographical Engineers, not being 
paid as cavalry officers, but as Infantry officers, they 
will be treated of in their proper place, that is, when 
I state the pay &c. of the engineers, ordnance, artil- 


lery and Infantry. sanenn team 
ERRONS. 





Arnw. 





Deratts.-—Second Lieut. R. S. Dix, 7th Inf. for 
Topographical duty, 26 Jan. 

Capt. E. V. Sumner, of Dragoons, on Recruiting 
service for the regiment of Dragoons ; Head Quarters 
at Harrisburg, Pa. 14 Jan. 

First Lieut. P. St. Geo. Cooke, of Dragoons, on Re- 
cruiting Service for the Dragoons, at Carlisle, Penn. 
Jan. 27. 





Lieut. G. W. Turner, of the Ist Art. U. S. A. has ar- 
rived at New York, passenger in the ship Erie, from 
Havre. 








Naval Xutelligence. 


West Inp1es.—Schr. Grampus, Lieut. Comm’g. 
White, at St. Thomas on the 6th Jan. 


The U. S. Schr. arrived at Pensacola, 
on Tuesday the 6th inst. from acruise. She sailed from 
Havana on the 18th Dec.—arrived at Key West on the 
20th—left there on the 23d—arrived at Tortugas on the 
24th, whence to Pensacola she experienced much se- 
vere weather. The following is list of officers :— 

Thomas Paine, Lt. Com’g. 














————_—_———————— ee 

Samuel E. Munn, Lieut. 

Joseph W. Jarvis, Acting Lieut. 

Oliver Tod, Acting sailing Master. 

P. A. Southall, Purser. 

Lewis W. Minor, Assistant Surgeon. 

T. W. Gibson, T. K. Perlee, James O’Shaunessy, W. 
H. Adams, J.T. 8. Collins, Midshipmen, 

Lorenzo Russell, Capt. Clerk. 

N. G, Rand, Purser’s Steward. 


Brazit.—The U.S. Ship Natchez, Capt. Zantzinger, 
bearing the broad pendant of Commodore Renshaw, and 
the U. S. schr. Enterprise, Lieut. Commandant Camp- 
bell, arrived at Buenos Ayres 23d October from Rio Ja- 
neiro. On the 25th the former fired a salute of 21 guns, 
which was returned from the Fort. 


Paciric.—Extracts of a letter from Captain David 
Deacon, to the Secretary of the Navy, dated 


U. S. Shir BRANDYWINE, 
Valparaiso, Oct, 22d, 1884. } 


“I have great pleasure in reporting to you the safe 
arrivai of the U. 8S. Ship Brandywine, under my com- 
mand, at this port. We came to at our present anchor- 
age, on the 3d inst., making our passage from Rio dé 
Janeiro fifty days. I shall remain here until I have 
repaired all damages sustained by the ship on her pas- 
sage out, and reported her fit for service to the com- 
manding officer of this station, whose arrival from Lima 
is daily.expected. 

We left Rio on the14th August last. The wind and 
weather for the most partcontinued propitious until the 
6th Sept. when in lat. 57° S. lon. 64° W. we encoun- 
tered tempestuous weather and adverse winds, which 
continued with little intermission until the 19th of the 
same month. We, at this time, in lat. 69 S. lon. 72° 
W. fell in with winds from the S8’d. and E’d. which en- 
abled us to make good our course until we reached 
Mey emma The westerly winds which prevailed, with 
the heavy gales and rough sea we encountered off the 
Cape, drove us to 61° S. lat. We here fell in with two 
Icebergs, which were seen ata distance, and which 
were the only ice we saw. 

“* During the fifteen days the ship was weathering 
the Cape, we were greatly annoyed with heavy squalls 
of snow; and the ship, from"the cabin forward, was 
constantly wet. This, with the cold weather, caused 
very many deprivations to both officers and crew. 

‘**T have the pleasure of stating that we have lost but 
one man (James McReynolds, landsman,) by disease 
since we left the United States; and that not a single 
death has arisen by accident. Although we had pretty 
rough weather, and met with some bad accidents, the 
Brandywine throughout behaved exceedingly well, 
pes fully sustained her character of being a first-rate 

ip. ” 


Extract of a letter to the Secre of the Navy, from 
Com. A. 8. Wadsworth, dated 7 4 


U.S. S. Vincennes, 
Callao Bay, Oct. 6, 1834. 


‘*[ have the honorto inform you that I sailed from here 
on the Ist inst. with the Dolphin for Valparaiso, havin 
taken her guns, with the exceptinn of two, on boa: 
this ship ; the season having arrived when the repairs of 
the schooner might be commenced at that place. On 
the second night out, blowing fresh, Captain Voorhees 
made a signal of distress, and on speaking him I found 
that the schooner leaked so badly as to make it danger- 
ous to proceed. I therefore bore up with him and re-« 
turned to port. 

On examination, I am convinced that it would be 
unsafe to take the schooner to Valparaiso. The car- 
penters of this ship and the schooner report that she 
could not be repaired without hauling her up, and in- 
deed that she will require almost Iding rather than 
repairing. 

I have remounted her guns, having no present means 
of repairing her, and shall leave her at this place, where 
the presence of a vessel of war is always desirable, and 
where, as there is no sea nor wind to injure her, she 
mH ergs lay in safety for some years. She does 
not leak at anchor. 

1 intend sailing to-morrow for Valparaiso. The Fair- 
field is still at Puna. My. last information from Capt. 








Vallette was about the last of August. ” 
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Dontestic PRiscellany. for these voyages of three years’ duration, probably | 
‘ exceeds $6,600,000. 
| Among the ships now abroad, there are 31 which} 
A singularly powerful electro magnet, constructed by sailed in 1831, 73 in 1832, 88 in 1833, and 65 in 1834. 
Mr. Chilton, of New York, for the Military Academy Should no unforeseen calamjty take place, whereby | 
at West Point, is thus described in the New York | this important branch of nationa] industry may be in- 
American: | jured or interrupted, the number of spermaceti whale | 
“ The power of this magnet depends upon the trans- | ships expected to arrive within the year 1835, may be | 
mission to it of the electric fluid, and ceases with such | set down at 70, and their cargoes at 135,000 barrets— | 
transmission. It is a piece of soft iron in the shape of valued at upwards of three millions of dollars.—.Van- 
a horse shoe, bound round with as many coils of wire, | tucket Inquirer. 
each coil covered with silk, as can be laid on without) (ircurrous Navication.—aA cana)! packet arrived 
imparting their electricity to each other, and over the a short time since at Hollidaysburgh, Pennsylvania, | 
whole another covering of silk as a non-conductor. | from Utica in this Staie. Her route was as fullows :— | 
The ends of the various wires communicate, the one | She departed from Utica for Montezuma on the Erie 
set with the zinc, the other with the copper, constitut- canal, thence by the Seneca canal to Geneva on Sene- 
ing a conveniently formed galvanic battery; and thus ca lake, thence from the lake to Elmira at the head of | 
the machine is exhibited, ready for action any moment | the Chemung canal, thence by the Chemung caual to | 
by the application of a strong acid to the metal cylin-|the Chemung river, thence down thatriver to the) 
ders. Until the acid be applied the magnet is wholly | North Branch of the Susquehanna, thence cown the | 
inert, incapable of attracting or retaining even a cam- | North Branch to the pool of Nanticoke, thence by the | 
bric needle. As rapidly however asa flash of lightning, | Pennsylvania canal to the mouth of the Juniata canal) 
which in truth it is, though invisible, or the immersion | to Hollidaysburgh; havirg thus traversed by water a| 
of the battery in the acid, the subtle fluid of electricity | distance of about four hundred and eighty miles.—J0. 
or galvanism—for they are identical—imbues this before | 
inert piece of wire, with a gigantic power; sothaton| American Generacs.—Washington was a sur-! 
a scale upheld only by the cohesion of two smooth | veyor, and in after lifea farmer. Knox was a kook-| 
metals, eighteen 56 Ib. weights were piled one after! binder and stationer. Morgan, (he of the Cowpens.) | 
the other, and the number, for aught that appeared,|wasadrover. Tarleton got from him a sound lecture | 
miglit have been still further increased, but for the fall- | on that subject. Greene was a blacksmith, and wiihall | 
ing off of one of the weights, the jerk occasioned by | a Quaker, albeit through all hisSouthern campaigas, and | 
which, detached the cohesion. | particularly at the Eutaw Springs, he put off the out- | 
The power of this magnet ceases as rapidly as it is; ward man. Arnold—(1 ask pardon for naming him in| 
acquired, co-existing only with the actual transmission | such company)—was a grocer and provision store | 
of the electricity—the instant that transmission ceases,| keeper, in New Haven, where his sign is still to be) 
whether by withdrawing the acid, or the total waste of |seen; the same that decorated his shop before the revo- | 
the metals immersed in it, the giant shrinks again into | Jution. Gates, who opened Burgoyne‘s eyes to the fact 
an inert Jump of iron. ? | that he could not march through the United States with 
As yet, no practicable advantage has been derived 5000 men, was a regular built soldier, but after the re- 
from the electro. magnet, beyond that of developing | volution, a farmer. Warren, the martyr of Bunker 
the latent powers cf nature, and thus stimulating the | Hill, was a physician, and hesitated not to present to 
ingenuity of science, by showing what elements it has| his countrymen a splendid example of the manner in 
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THE SOLDIER’S BRIDE. 
Yes, ye may pay your thoughtless duty, 
Vain throng, to glory’s distant star, ” 
And ye may smile when blooming beauty 
Rewards the gallant son of war: 
For me, | sigh to think that sorrow 
May soon that gentle heart betice, 
And soon asad, a gloomy morrow 
May dawn upon the Soldier’s Bride. 


Oh! were her path the scene of brightness, 
Portrayed by ardent fancy’s ray, 

Oh! could her bosom thrill in lightness, 
When glory’s pictured charms decay ; 

Could hope siill bless her golden s!umbers, 
Aud crown the dreams of youthful pride, 
Then might ye smile, ye thoughtless numbers, 
Then greet with joy the Soldier’s Bride. 


But when appalled by threatening dangers, 
And doomed. in distant scenes to roam, 
To meet the chilling glance of strangers, 
Aud vainly mourn ber peaceful home. 
Oft will her tearful eye discover 
The fears her bosom once defied, 
Oft shall the smiles that blessed the lover, 
Desert the Soldier’s weeping Bride. 


And when, perchance, war’s stunning rattle 
Greets from afar her shuddering ear, 
When yielding to the fate of battle, 
Her hero meetsan early bier, 
Condemned in hopeless grief to languish, 
Sie vields to sorrow’s gushing tide, 
And tears express in silent anguish, 
The sadness of thre Soldier's Bride. 


What then avails the wreath of glory? 


EE 


to work with.” 





SHortT cur FRoM New York to New ORLEANS. 
—The discovery of a fine harbor at the mouth of the 
Suwanee River, Florida, has given rise to many agree- 
able anticipations among the citizens of New Orleans, 
which will, doubtless, soon be realized. By the Bulle- 
tin we learn that steam boats from New Orleans, coast- 
wise, on reaching the harbor in question, may sail up 
the river through a beautiful country, for foriy or-fifty 
miles. From thence a rail road (the route of which 
was examined by tlie distinguished General Bernard,) 
may be constructed to the navigable sources of the St. 
John’s and'St. Mary’s Rivers, from which the whole 
of the dangerous navigation of Cape Fiorida and the 
Gulf Stream being thus avoided, we may, in two or 
three days, coastwise, reach Savannah and Charleston, 
from which latter city again the line of steamers takes 
you to New York in an average of 70 or 80 hou:s.— 
To.Savannah, and indeed nearly to Charleston, the route 
from St. John’s River may be made almost entirely in- 
Jand, and between the isiands and caast.. If a.rai] road 
from Charleston to a point on Pimlico Sound in North 
Carolina were constructed, another inland water route 
would here offer, which, by the Dismal Swamp,. would 
conduct directly to Norfolk, from whence we take the 

resent route through the Chesapeake to the Delaware 
on to New York. Almost the whole distance from 
New Orleans to New York being thus by steam, and 
sheltered from sea.—.W. F. Star. 





SpermMaAceti WHALE Fisuery:—The whole num- 
ber of ships engaged in this valuable branch of the 
fisheries, is 273, of which 257 are now absent, viz:— 
From New Bedford 94, Nantucket 68, Fairhaven 14, 
Bristol! 18, New London 10, Hudson 9, Warren 7, Ed- 
gartown 6, Falmouth 6, Newport 6, Sagharbor 5, Salem 
3, Newburyport 3; Poughkeepsie 2, Portsmouth 2, 
Dartmouth. 2, and one from each of the following ports, 
viz: Boston, Plymouth, Wareham, Rochester, Pertland, 
Wiscasset, Fall River, Providence, Stonington, New- 
burgh, New York, and Wilmington, Del.; 16 ships only 
are in port. The aggregate tonnage of the 257-absent 
a is nearly 100,006 tons. The number of seamen 

navigators employed on board these vessels, is not 
igy, from 9,000, The.cost of the entire feet, as- fitted 


which American physicians should practice, when call- 
ed upon by their country. Marion, the ‘‘ old Fox” of 
the South, wasa cow hoy. Sumter, the ‘ fighting cock’ 
| of. South Carvlina, was a shepherd’s boy. + 

We have’ had the gratification of perusing a number 
of sheets of a work now in the course of publication, 
by the Harpers, and shortly to be issued. It is an. ac- 
count of the voyage of the United States frigate Pato- 
mac during the circumnavigation of the globe, witha 
particular account of the engagement of Quallah Bat- 
too, on the coast of Sumatra, by J. N. Reynolds. Mr. 








Reynolds accompanied the expedition in. the capacity 
of private secretary to Commodore Downes. Besides | 
his own journals, he has had access to the journals of | 
several of the officers of the Potomac, and to the pri- | 
vate journal of the Commodore.. He has also had ac- 
cess to documents in the office of the Secretary of the 
Navy, from the agents of the government at the seve- 
ral points where the Potomac touched, and to such offi- 
cial papers as were connecte1 with the cruise. In re- 
ference to the affair with the Malays, the journal of Mr. | 
Reynolds may be relied on as authentic; and it will, 
if we mistake not, enlighten the public mind on a sub- 
ject which has heretofore been but imperfectly under- 
stood. The book will be published in a forin of un- 
common neatness and beauty, and will be illustrated 
with engravings by our best artists—/V. Y. Times. 





From the United States Gazette. 


ANAGRAMS. , 

The following anagram on the original name of Na- 
poleon Ist., the most- renowned conqueror of the age 
in which he lived, may claim a place among the first 
productions of. this class, and fully shows in.the trans- 
position, the character of that extraordinary man, and 
points out that unfortynate.occurrence of his life which 
ultimately proved his ruin. Thus: ‘‘ Napoleon Bona- 
parte,” contains—*‘ No, appear not on Elba.” 

The Republic of North America affords the following 
anagram. Thus: “The United States of North Ameri- 
ca,”’ contains—* First, the mad tea actthe- Union 
rose.””? Now-if we transpose the same, it: will- farnish 
the following anagram: The Constitution made earth 
safer ;” or—* The Constitution made earth’s fear.” 








‘The victor it should crown is fled ; 
The din of fame, the martial story, 
Reach not the mansions of the dead; 
She views with sighs the dear bought treasure 
That seems her sorrows to deride, 
And-shuns the mimic gleam of pleasure, 
That mocks the Soldier’s widowed Bride. 


To me, her flowery crown of gladness 
Seems like the drooping cypress wreath, 
Her nuptial throng—a train of sadress, 
Her ininstrel band—the dirge of death: 
Ah! soon will grief those blossoms sever, 
Soon fade that cheek with blushes dyed, 
And dim with darkening clouds for ever, 


The triumph of the Soldier’s Bride. M. A. 





DEATES. 

ANoTHER VETERAN GONE.—Sergeant ANDREW 
WALLACE, the veteran, aged 105 years, is gone the 
way of allliving. He died this morning about 8 o’clock, 
after a week’s sickness.—N. York Amer. Jan. 24. 

At New York, on the 19th instant, Dr. JOHN H. IM- 
LAY, aged 33; Sermetiy of the Navy. 

At Norfolk; Va. on the 13th. instant, Lieut: WILLIAM 
TAYLOR, of the Navy. 


UP OLWLES 
PROPOSED TO BE PUBLISHED BY 
BENTANMIN HOMANS. 


A compilation. of official Naval Registers, from 1815 to 
the present time. Also, from the formation of the present 
Navy in,1798, to 1315. Many persons. have expressed a 
strong desire to possess a complete series of Registers, for 
which purpose it will be necessary to examine all the man- 
uscript Registers in the Departmeat. 














In the month of. July ofteach and every year, a corrected 
ARMY and NAVY REGISTER, embracing all the changes 
made subsequent to the publication of the official Register. 

Price, fifty cents for both ; or twenty -five cents for either, 
separately: 

‘o those who subscribe for the Magazine and Chronicle, 
and pay in advance, the Registers will be furnished gra-. 


tnitously ; to those who subscribe for only one of the above; 


.works, the charge will be twenty-five cents,. 


Le re 


Bear viis 





